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VISITOR March 25,1974 
" I f all the food in the world were 
equally distributed 
And each human received 
identical quantities 
W e would all be 
malnourished,"* 
What does it mean to be 
a follower of Christ 
in 1974? 
Letters to the editor 
Objects Vigorously 
Dear Editor, 
The February 25 issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor carried an article by William 
MacDonald entitled, "Evangelical Dilem-
ma . " I feel impelled to respond. 
There are a number of charges made 
against lay evangelism. There are few hard 
facts to back up the charges. Instead the 
author makes sweeping condemnations. I 
find it difficult to take accusations like that 
seriously. 
I admit that there are spiritual still-
births. But the implication that those 
presenting the Gospel are merely in-
terested in conversion statistics is patently 
false. We do make attempts to follow up. 
Sometimes there is the desired spiritual 
growth. 
I don' t know what, if any, method Mr. 
MacDonald may be criticizing. But I 
cannot accept that the Coral Ridge ap-
proach, with which I am familiar, de-
emphasizes repentance, the lordship of 
Christ, or discipleship. 
There are a number of issues raised in 
the article that, if true, would make a valid 
case against "capsule evangelism." How-
ever, they need not be true if the lay evan-
gelist is properly motivated and Spirit 
controlled. 
I object to the article vigorously. What 
effect will it have on the timid or uncom-
mitted Christian who is looking for an 
excuse for not doing what he knows should 
be done? There was a time in my life when 
such an article would have salved my 
conscience. I need encouragement to keep 
at the great task of witnessing, not en-
couragement to neglect. 
Hubert L. Stern 
Pastor 
Shippensburg, Pa. 
"Ways and Means" 
Dear Editor: 
Having just finished preparing a meal to 
"send in" to a needy family (my own 
family will have meager left-overs without 
complaint), I browsed through the Visitor 
which arrived today, February 25 issue. 
I am caught up with a frustrated state of 
mind. I agree with my brother Mr. Herr — 
I agree with the "Chicago Declaration" 
(Visitor, December 25). I, too, want to sign 
the statement that came to our home from 
the Chicago Conference. But! that is so 
easy. Preparing a "carry in meal" requires 
far more of my time and energy. 
Would a "Ways and Means" Confer-
ence be appropriate now? Maybe we could 
conserve that expense and instead, every 
Brethren in Christ family prepare a "carry 
in" meal once a week and present it to a 
hungry family in their community. If these 
families are unknown, finding one could be 
exciting. 
I am fully aware that "hunger" is only 
one small phase of "social injustice." I 
know there are Christians helping in many 
other areas. It is time we start hearing 
about real "ways and means." It could 
prove exciting to know what is already 
being done by people who care and are 
involved. 
Mrs. Elbert Smith 
Upland, Calif. 
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From the Editor 
As an insert to this issue of the Visitor we include the 
Mennonite Central Committee 's annual report. This 
avenue for our sharing becomes increasingly significant in 
a time of world-wide famine. 
The article by our denominational representative to 
M C C highlights the priority M C C has given to the urgent 
need of food. The article, "Happiness is M C C " by Mrs. 
Atlee Beechy, who, with her husband, has given many 
years at crucial times and in critical areas for MCC, comes 
right out of her heart. 
What is the proper practice at a communion service as it 
pertains to the sharing of the elements with the children of 
communicants — children who are not yet members of the 
church? Do parents share with their children the elements 
as they are received by the communicants? Or do the 
children wait until after the service to receive pieces of the 
bread. (That was the practice when I was a child. I would 
get a piece of bread but never recall being given the grape 
juice.). Or are they not shared at all? 
All of this to call attention to Mrs. Brenneman's article 
on page 6 where two families' "solution" is related. 
The letter (article) on page 11 was sent to the editor 
without thought of publication. The spirit of the letter 
impressed me. In consultation with the pastor, and the 
bishop of the Regional Conference, and with permission of 
the writers we share it with our readers. 
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Editorial 
The Test of Divine Love 
"But if a man has enough to live on, and yet when he 
sees his brother in need shuts up his heart against him, how 
can it be said that the divine love dwells in him?" (I John 
3:17 NEB) 
Few of us have materially altered our standard of living 
in response to wide-spread famine and the reality of star-
vation to millions in Africa and Asia. How can it be that 
we who "have enough to live on" share primarily the 
crumbs that fall from our tables? 
For one thing we find skepticism easy and belief diffi-
cult. We do not trust the media which present the facts by 
way of magazine, television, and newspaper. Surrounded 
by plenty ourselves and conditioned to the fact that the 
masses of Asia and Africa never had much, we do not take 
seriously the reports of a present and growing crisis. 
Or, we are so overwhelmed by the statistics that we feel 
helpless in the face of the magnitude of the need. What can 
one person or one family do when the need is described in 
terms of entire nations and in tens of millions of people? 
What good will a change in one family's style of living do 
in face of such tremendous need. 
Or, we just are not moved by statistics. We fail to see 
beyond the statistics the hunger-marked faces of parents 
and the frail bodies of children. We complain about the 
high cost of food but never have wondered where our next 
meal would come from; nor as parents have we gone 
without in order that our own children could eat. Statistics 
do not plead nor cry. They do not really come through. 
Or, we are moved, but do not know how to convert our 
concern into action. Distance and cultures stand between 
us and those in need. The fear that only a small portion of 
what we may give will ever reach the point of need makes 
us hesitant. So while we delay the death toll rises and hope 
fades. 
God has raised up the Mennonite Central Committee 
for such a time as this. Let's give thanks to God! We can 
no longer hide behind the excuse of disbelief because our 
Christian brothers and sisters and our own sons and 
daughters are on these sites of need. According to them the 
reports that reach us through the news media do not 
overstate the case. 
M C C does not try to do it all. But they do take limited 
areas of need and seek to minister there. This results in an 
opportunity that is possible rather than a need that is 
overwhelming. 
M C C becomes a channel for our caring. Our dollars are 
converted to rice and milk and broth. Our efforts are 
transformed into clothes and medicine and shelter. Our 
compassion can be expressed in a year or in years of 
personal ministry, made possible and effective because of 
MCC. 
M C C enlightens and stirs our conscience and gives 
hands and feet and heart to our love. 
There is an area of our lives that MCC may reveal but 
cannot really reach. I suspect that it is this area which, 
after all is said and done, will make the difference between 
life and death for multitudes. This is the innate and subtle 
selfishness of the human heart. 
Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr . used to ask his Messiah College 
classes to define sin. When they had all had their try he 
would write one word on the blackboard: SELF. This is 
what stands in the way of my sharing with those in need. If 
pride is the great sin against God, self is the basic sin 
against our fellow men. 
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Will the threat of famine that hangs like a cloud over 
millions cause us to alter our standard of living? Altering 
our menus enough to save fifty cents a week per member 
in Brethren in Christ families would provide $300,000 for 
famine relief during 1974. It would not take one cent from 
our giving to local or denominational obligations. 
Last fall the editor suggested a week of sacrificial meals. 
But one week of sacrificial living is almost a mockery in 
the face of the need — an opiate for our conscience. When 
we have offered all our reasonable excuses and our pious 
arguments it may be appropriate to look within to be 
certain that it is not selfishness that "shuts up [our] hearts 
against" our brothers. If such be the case, then there is a 
second question that the apostle raises in the opening text. 
A question that one almost hesitates to ask or ponder. 
"Grass Roots" 
Rapping — listening — sharing — with brothers and 
sisters in Christ. At General Conference '74. 
As an effort to enable any group of persons to let its 
concerns be aired, the General Conference Program 
Committee is providing an opportunity for issues from 
among the congregations to be brought to informal forums 
for discussion. The title "grass roots" simply means from 
among the congregations — so, this means you! 
Following are the criteria which should guide you in 
focusing on a particular issue and in requesting such a 
"grass roots" forum: 
1. The issue should stimulate postive thought. 
2. The issue should be a topic of interest to the broad 
range of church constituency (e.g., a topic of interest 
to people from north to south, east to west). 
3. The topic should be issue-centered, instead of person-
centered. 
4. The issue should merit discussion in the local con-
gregation. 
5. The mechanics for establishing and proceeding with a 
"grass roots" forum shall include: 
A minimum of twelve persons requesting such a 
forum; 
A convenor selected to present the request to the 
office of the General Conference Secretary for 
consideration/approval; 
Following approval, there shall be selection of a 
recorder to report the findings to the Board of 
Directors. 
Denominational leaders wish to ensure that dynamic 
issues to which the church should be giving attention are 
allowed to surface. This does not mean that the issue of 
your forum would come to the attention of the entire 
Conference body in 1974; but, it could at a later con-
ference. 
Requests for such forums can be made prior to or at 
General Conference through Arthur M. Climenhaga, 
General Conference Secretary. 
Remember — "grass roots" — that 's YOU! 
Submitted by Leonard J. Chester, 
for the 
General Conference Program Committee 
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Our over-consumption of food is in direct competition with the food 
supplies needed by the 400 million people in our world who will go 
hungry today. If we eat less, they eat more. There is not enough food 
produced in our world to go around. 
a matter of life or 
the next decade. M C C is alive and well and ready to help. 
The Brethren in Christ Church is privileged to be a part of 
this ministry. We thank our fathers and the Mennonites 
for this good fortune. 
The Mennoni te Cent ra l C o m m i t t e e is a Nor th 
American service organization formed by Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ churches to share with people in need. 
The field is the world — Indonesia, Vietnam, Zaire, Chad, 
Algeria, Paraguay, Haiti, and some thirty-two other 
countries. The scope of ministry is broad. It includes 
refugee camps, disaster areas, farm development projects, 
home craft centers, hospitals, schools, mental and social 
service cen te r s , v is i tor exchanges , c h u r c h e s and 
seminaries. People minister to people in the name of 
Christ through MCC. 
Wherever possible the sharing is experienced in the 
context of Christian churches. This gives a broader 
concern than for physical needs only. The recipients are 
not categorized as " f r iends" or "enemies." Men "fall 
among thieves" in Nor th Vietnam as well as in 
Bangladesh. M C C and the affiliated Peace Section seek 
audible expressions of love that may be heard above the 
shouts of violence. They seek visible expressions of peace 
that may be seen above the idols of nationalism. The 
Brethren in Christ should see this witness as germane to 
the presentation of the whole Gospel. 
M C C is completing a self-study which confirmed the 
continuing vitality of its mission of reconciliation and 
compassion. A call is heard for a closer relationship in the 
witness by word, life, and deed. M C C personal 
qualifications include a clear commitment to Christ. While 
the goal of M C C is not primarily the founding of new 
churches, it is committed to be led by the Spirit in doing so 
where the need exists. Such is happening in Bangladesh 
where MCC' s response to a nation's tragedy is resulting in 
the opening of a new mission in which the Brethren in 
Christ Board for Missions have expressed interest. M C C is 
committed to share in bringing the whole Gospel to the 
whole person. 
The 1974 annual meeting of M C C pledged priority to 
the world food crisis in the next five to ten years. 
Immediate constituency response is sought by an invita-
tion to every household to examine its life style, particular-
ly expenditures for food. The challenge is to reduce 
consumption and expenditures by 10 percent and con-
tribute this to meet the needs of others. We have signifi-
cant resources with which to help. Our over-consumption 
of food is in direct competition with the food supplies 
LEFT: "For the last two years we have had complete crop failure in our 
village. We don't know what we are going to do. Already we have sold most 
of our possessions. Many men have left the village but someone must take 
care of the women and children. One month after the crops have been 
gathered we have nothing left in our graineries." This woman has just 
received millet purchased with MCC funds in Abeche, Eastern Chad. (Photo by John Wieler) 
4 Evangelical Visitor 
" D I S I N G F O O D P R I C E S may cause m o d e r a t e 
^household adjustments in North America, but for 
many people in our world it means malnutrition, starva-
tion, and death. When one spends 80 percent of one's 
income on food, as a significant part of mankind does 
today, doubling the price of grain can only result in less 
food for people who are already at or below a subsistence 
diet level. 
Do not expect masses to die in the streets. Not yet. They 
die slowly of disease caused by malnutrition. Arthur 
DeFehr, M C C director in Bangladesh, found one child 
who had somehow survived the infant years. At the age of 
five years he weighed ten pounds. Then he died. 
The mind can die before the body. Millions who 
physically survive infancy, suffer irreversible mental retar-
dation through protein-calorie deficiency. This lack of 
nutrients for an expectant mother and the young child may 
result in less than half the normal number of brain cells. 
Two thirds of all surviving children in the developing 
countries are malnourished. If they reach adulthood they 
are deprived of attaining their full human potential. 
For over fifty years the Mennonite Central Committee 
has been a Christian resource for meeting human need. 
The problems of both food production and population 
growth intensify the prospect for world-wide famine within 
Roy V. Sider, the writer of this article, is the denominational represen-
tative to the Mennonite Central Committee. He is the bishop of the 
Canadian Conference. 
death Roy V. Sider 
needed by the 400 million people in our world who will go 
hungry today. If we eat less, they eat more. There is not 
enough food produced in our world to go around. Grain is 
the principle source of mankind's food energy intake. In 
the U.S. and Canada we utilize annually nearly one ton of 
grain per person. Only 150 pounds of this is consumed 
directly. The remainder is consumed indirectly in the form 
of meat, milk, and eggs. In poor countries the availability 
of grain per person averages about 400 pounds with very 
little of it used for conversion into animal protein. We 
overeat — they starve. Can we continue this life style? 
To change this life style in isolation would benefit 
ourselves by normalizing our weight, but it would be 
difficult to get the food to the needy. However, through 
MCC, every dollar saved may help feed the hungry — 
those who are hungry physically, socially and spiritually. 
Since M C C is funded as an integral part of the Brethren in 
Christ mission budget, funds may be sent through this 
regular channel. 
M C C does give attention to other facets of the world 
food crisis. At present rates the world population will 
BELOW: Dudley J. Gardener, known in Calcutta as the bearded angel, and John Hostetler discussing noon meal preparation details. Minutes later Gardener opened the door to an orderly line of 4,500 people and they began filing in to pick up their daily meal. The two tubs contain milk made from milk powder. (MCC photo by Kathy Hostetler) 
Undernourished children from the Bihari refugee communities in Mirpur Colony are given an enriched diet six days a week. The children come in the morning and return to their homes in the evening. Their clothes are washed, they are bathed, and fed. They are also treated for any physical disorders they may have. (MCC photo by Burt Buller) 
double in a little more than a generation. Hence, family 
planning programs in developing countries will be 
broadened and strengthened. With the increased demand 
for grain there is a tendency for the U.S. and Canada to 
use food resources as an economic and political weapon in 
international relationships. M C C will attempt to construc-
tively influence the public policy of the United States and 
Canada in regard to the use of Canadian and U.S. food 
supplies so that the poorer nations will share in whatever 
food resources are available. 
One of the most meaningful contributions which can be 
made in the world food crisis is helping people to help 
themselves produce more food. Introducing better 
methods and higher yielding crops in Bangladesh; bringing 
water to some of the parched farms in the Sahel region of 
sub-Sahara Africa; this is rural development. 
Peter Batchelor is a missionary from the Sudan United 
Mission. He is on loan to the Christian churches of Africa 
as a rural development consultant. In addressing the M C C 
annual meeting he stressed the unique role which 
Christians have in rural development. "The Christian is 
concerned with people first, then development." "A 
Christian keeps the relationship between the spiritual and 
the material in perspective." M C C is well suited for small 
scale, agricultural projects that will contribute to nutrition 
and health. Trained volunteers and nationals are needed 
for program implementation. Funds must be matched by 
persons willing to serve in the uniqueness of Christian 
development. 
Our world is filled with contrasts. We are among those 
who have received much. Under the lordship of Jesus 
Christ we have a great responsibility, and an open channel 
through which to discharge it. For us it's a matter of 
faithful discipleship. For them it's a matter of life or death. 
Good Friday at the Leathermans 
Helen Good Brenneman 
" I t just isn't fair!" the Dan Leatherman children of 
Goshen, Indiana, exclaimed from time to time, when they 
watched their parents partake of the communion emblems 
at worship services. 
Kathryn, their mother, sensed that with Beki, five, and 
little Lorie, two, the emblems appeared to be a snack. But 
for her older children, Fred, eleven, and Sue, nine, she 
mused that there might be another emotion, a feeling of 
missing out on something significant. 
That is how it happened that on Good Friday the 
Leatherman family reenacted the Last Supper story with 
another family, the Albert Meyers. And coincidental with 
the biblical account, when everyone was seated around the 
table, there were exactly thirteen persons participating in 
the experience. 
The evening began with the Leathermans and the 
Meyers (parents and five children ranging in age from five 
to fifteen) watching an hour-long television production of 
the story of the Crucifixion. Kathryn was pleased that the 
program did a good job of presenting the story and 
relating the Passover to the Last Supper. After the group, 
seated in a circle on the floor around the TV, had watched 
the story with respect and interest, the Leatherman 
children put on a little production of their own, written by 
Sue and acted out by all four of the children. The story, 
dramatizing the crucifixion, burial, and resurrection of 
Christ, had simple props — a cross built by the children, a 
crown of thorns from a thorn bush their father had cut 
down, robes of satiny curtain material kept for such 
occasions. Although two-year-old Lorie did not get in her 
lines, " H e is not dead, He is risen," at quite the right place, 
she made an authentic angel in other ways! 
After the play the two families sat down at the table for 
their supper. Kathryn had baked unleavened bread and 
had found in her cupboard a goblet which made a good 
common cup. As they broke bread and passed around the 
juice, father Dan read the appropriate Scriptures about the 
bread and wine. Then juice glasses were filled and more 
unleavened bread was served along with cookies and 
chocolate Easter eggs. Two hymns closed the little service. 
Perhaps this special Good Friday event will become one 
of those meaningful family traditions for the Leatherman 
family. At any rate, it will be a memory which the children 
will treasure and hopefully should add meaning to commu-
nion services after the children are old enough to par-
ticipate. 
The Secret of Spiritual Growth 
Oswald Chambers 
"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proeeedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4). 
The illustration that our Lord uses, in which the Word 
of God is compared to our daily bread, is most instructive. 
Bread is indispensable to life. We all understand this. 
However strong a person may be, if he takes no nourish-
ment, he will grow weaker, and life will become extinct. 
Even so with the Word of God. It contains a heavenly 
principle, and works powerfully in them that believe. 
Bread must be eaten. I may know all about bread. I may 
have bread, and may give it to others. I may have bread in 
my house and have it on my table abundantly, but that will 
not help me; if through illness I am unable to eat it, I shall 
die. And so a mere knowledge of God's Word and even the 
preaching of it to others will not avail me. It is not enough 
to think about it. I must feed on God's Word, and take it 
into my heart and life. In love and obedience I must 
appropriate the words of God, and let them take full 
possession of heart. 
Bread must be eaten daily. And the same is true of 
God's Word. The Psalmist says, "Blessed is the man 
whose delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His Law 
doth he meditate day and night." " O how I love thy law; it 
is my meditation all the day." To secure a strong and 
powerful spiritual life God's Word every day is indispen-
sable. 
When on earth the Lord Jesus learned, loved and obeyed 
the Word of the Father. And if you seek fellowship with 
Him, you will find Him in His Word. Christ will teach you 
to commune with the Father, through the Word, even as 
was His custom. You will learn, like Him, to live solely for 
the glory of God and the fulfillment of His Word. 
(Sent by C. R. Heisey) 
General Conference Information 
The good word f rom the Lodging Commi t t ee is that 
many have already sent in their requests. If you have not 
yet done this, send yours in well ahead of the M a y 15 
deadline to avoid disappointment . Be sure to indicate a 
F I R S T and S E C O N D choice. If you need extra forms, 
write to Evangel Press. 
T o repeat — the opening business session of the 
Conference will be on Sa turday , June 29, at 4:00 p.m. 
(Disregard the opening t ime announced in the 1972 
G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e Minu t e s . ) Reg i s t r a t i on will be 
between 2:00 and 4:00. The General Conference is 
scheduled to conclude at noon on Thursday, July 4. 
S o m e changes regarding General Conference Member -
ship and voting privileges are on page 28 of the 1972 
Minutes. Please note this carefully. You will, in fact, find it 
helpful to read the whole section on the new pat tern begin-
ning this year, pages 22-29 of those Minutes. 
\ 
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Religious News 
Indiana State Fires Teacher Who Read the Bible to Pupils 
A junior high mathematics teacher at 
the Indiana State University Laboratory 
School, Terre Haute, has been dismissed, 
reportedly for ignoring requests that he 
"cease and desist" from reading the Bible 
to his mathematics classes. 
Max W. Lynch, who has taught at the 
school for 12 years, was told by the State's 
president Alan C. Rankin that the in-
stitution's board of trustees had endorsed 
the faculty dismissal hearing committee's 
recommendation of his dismissal. 
The ISU "lab school" enrolls some 700-
800 students from nursery school through 
12th grade. It is staffed by teachers who 
carry university faculty status as members 
of the lab staff, and is operated as a unit of 
the Vigo County school corporation. 
Mr. Lynch is reported to be at his home 
in Terre Haute, "just sort of waiting for 
the Lord to tell me what to do next." He 
could not be contacted for further details 
on his dismissal. 
WES Achieves Accreditation 
Western Evangelical Seminary is now 
listed as an accredited member of the 
Amer ican Associat ion of Theological 
Schools. 
Western Evangelical Seminary is one of 
four seminaries recommended by the 
Brethren in Christ for seminary training. It 
is located at Portland, Oregon. Dr. Arthur 
M. Climenhaga is dean of the seminary. 
Rev. John A. Fries, Jr., pastor of the Free 
Grace congregation, is a recent graduate. 
Annual CHA Convention 
"Fru i t Unto Holiness" is the theme for 
the 106th Annual Chris t ian Holiness 
Association Convention scheduled for 
Apr i l 17-19, 1974, a t the R a m a d a 
I n n / B l u e g r a s s C o n v e n t i o n C e n t e r , 
Louisville, Kentucky. 
A highlight of this year 's convention will 
be a 100-voice volunteer choir under the 
direction of Professor Ron Lush. The 
convention will, also, feature many out-
standing Christian leaders. Among these 
are C H A President, Bishop Henry Ginder; 
Dr. Dennis Kinlaw; Colonel George 
Nelting; Rev. Albert Lown; Dr. Frank 
Stanger; Dr. William Greathouse; Dr. 
Donald Bastian; and C H A Executive 
Director, Thomas H. Hermiz. 
I n f o r m a t i o n may be o b t a i n e d by 
writing: 
C H A Central Office 
21 Beachway Drive 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46224 
Mission Executive Sees Oil Crisis 
Ending a U.S. "Isolationist" Stance 
The mission executive of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) said that the 
current energy crisis could shake the U.S. 
out of its "isolationist" stance and make 
March 25, 1974 
her more aware of the interdependence of 
all nations. 
" I t is utter nonsense for someone in 
Washington, D.C. to talk about making 
the U.S. 'independent' of the rest of the 
world in regard to energy or anything 
else," asserted Dr. Robert A. Thomas, 
president of the Disciples' Division of 
Overseas Ministries. 
"Our leaders need to help the people 
understand the reality of interdependence 
and our need of each other." 
Christianity Today Denounces 
Bible "Smuggling" Into USSR 
Christianity Today, the evangelical fort-
nightly, has denounced individuals and 
groups who "smuggled" Bibles into Com-
munist countries for engaging in illegal 
practices and for deceiving others. 
In an editorial titled "Smugglers Are 
Deceivers," the magazine comments: " A 
kind of hero image has settled upon some 
individual Christians and organizations for 
their smuggling exploits. These Christians 
hold themselves up to public praise for 
having cleverly outwitted border guards in 
order to get Bibles and other Christian 
literature into Communist lands." 
The editorial contends that such prac-
tices are based on the premise that the end 
justifies the means. 
But it adds that " a few of the Bible 
smugglers obviously have a twinge of guilt, 
however, and they are now saying that 
smuggling Bibles into Communist coun-
tries is legitimate because the countries do 
not have laws against such importation . . . 
Unfortunately, in the case of the Soviet 
Union, this argument does not apply." 
A c c o r d i n g to Christianity Today, 
"every tourist coming into the country is 
required to sign a form saying he is aware 
that Soviet law requires him to declare, 
among a number of other things, 'printed 
matter, ' and that all objects not declared 
are subject to confiscation as contraband. 
Therefore the Bible smuggler is already 
breaking the law by not presenting 
everything for inspection, and he cannot 
truthfully claim ignorance of the law." 
Although the editorial says that " there 
is a dire need for the Word of God among 
people who live under communism," it 
adds that "we should limit ourselves to 
legitimate means for meeting this need. 
Let's not play into the hands of Com-
munists and stoop to their underhanded 
tactics. By doing so we lend credence to 
t h e i r c h a r g e t h a t C h r i s t i a n s a r e 
hypocrites." 
Christianity Today points out that 
tourists are permitted to take declared 
Bibles into the Soviet Union, and com-
ments, " I f every American tourist took in 
just one, that alone would mean thousands. 
There are, moreover, some organizations 
that are getting substantial numbers of 
Bibles into Communist countries legally. It 
is efforts like these that should be en-
couraged." 
Major Split Develops Within Worldwide Church of God 
Six ministers have resigned from Herbert W. Armstrong's Worldwide Church of God in 
the first major split in the sect's 43-year history. 
In a 12-page statement that was mailed to members of the sect, the ministers alleged that 
Garner Ted Armstrong, executive vice-president of the sect and host of the "World 
Tomorrow" broadcast, had committed adultery that was concealed from the members by 
his father. They also criticized what they felt has been ostentatious use of contributions 
from members by the top leadership, and the harsh nature of some of the Armstrong 
doctrines. 
Alfred Carrozzo, 41, former pastor of one of the congregations in Pasadena and a 
former faculty member of the sect's Ambassador College, wrote the letter. 
According to a Time magazine report, he has already incorporated a "20th Century 
Church of God" for persons who want "l iberation" from the Armstrongs. 
Garner Ted Armstrong, 43, said with regard to the allegations: 
" I would not address myself to the charges, either to confirm or deny. For them 
belatedly to use me as a whipping boy is not only unscriptural but also unethical." 
In January 1972, Gamer Ted Armstrong was "disfellowshipped" from the sect and 
given a four-month leave of absence to have time for "repentance" and problem solving. 
Herbert Armstrong issued a statement at the time saying that his son had been released 
from responsibilities because of "personal, emotional problems" that led to "conduct 
inconsistent with the high standard of the Church for a minister." 
A report by Russell Chandler and Bert Mann in the Los Angeles Times said that Garner 
Ted wrote a letter to his father at the time, in which he confessed, "I have no excuses. I 
sinned mightily against God, against His Church and His Apostle; against the wife God 
gave me in my youth; against all my closest friends." 
Garner Ted Armstrong was restored to the broadcasts and his other positions after the 
elder Armstrong reported that his son had shown "heartfelt repentance." 
In 1973, the sect and Ambassador College had an income of $53 million. Statements on 
file with the Internal Revenue Service show that the college's net worth increased by $22 
million between 1969 and 1972, bringing its total net worth to nearly $60 million. 
Among the doctrines of the sect that nave stirred dissent are the teaching that the re-
marriage of divorced persons is adultery and the practice of a "third tithe." 
Under the "third tithe" system, a member gives one-tenth of annual income to the 
general works of the sect, a second tenth for personal religious obligations (including a 
requirement for members to spend eight days each summer at regional conventions), and a 
third tenth collected every three years for "widows, orphans, and the destitute." 
Describing the Worldwide Church of God, the Los Angeles Times article said: 
"The non-Trinitarian, fundamentalist Church was founded in Oregon in 1931 and 
follows Old Testament Judaism and a Saturday sabbath . . . Local congregations meet in 
unmarked, rented halls, do not advertise, are not listed in telephone books, and turn away 
visitors who are not properly cleared. 
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Erma Jean Bert checks a patient's eyes at Macha Hospital, Zambia. Photo by Lester Fretz. 
Focus of 
T N E S T A B L I S H I N G the church in a foreign land the 
missionary's chief goal is to communicate the Gospel to 
unbelievers. To do this he must have listeners. 
The missionary-evangelist goes into the marketplace or 
the village for public meetings. He conducts open-air 
campaigns or rents public halls for special meetings. His 
own home is used for group Bible studies or for private 
interviews. 
The youth evangelist reaches his hearers through special 
programs, retreats and camps. The missionary-teacher 
uses the classroom and school activities as his means of 
communicating Jesus Christ. 
The written word is used by the literature worker 
through bookstores or bookstalls. The literacy worker 
reaches the illiterate who wants to read, and the Bible 
translator provides the material. 
The medical missionary's point of contact is the patient 
in a hospital, at a dispensary or in a village. 
All missionary endeavor is alike in these regards. The 
missionary's life must touch the unbeliever's at some 
point, but that is only the first step. The missionary must 
do more than win a hearing. He must earn the right to 
speak to men of Christ and His atoning work. 
The meaningfulness of that contact determines in great 
measure whether or not the message will really be heard. 
Its success often depends on meeting a need other than the 
ultimate spiritual one. Some people may consider this 
philosophy to be less than pure evangelism. Medicine is 
often called an aid or tool to evangelism, or even a means 
to an end. Indeed, pure evangelism in the sense of seeking 
to satisfy only spiritual needs is a rarity in our day. In 
America we are accustomed to Sunday school contests 
promoted with such inducements as " C o m e and eat part of 
the world's longest candy bar" and " C o m e and see Snoopy 
in person." Evangelistic campaigns emphasize musical 
talent or guests notable for their achievements in the world 
of sports, space travel or politics, all for the purpose of 
gaining the ear of the nonbeliever. 
In evangelism, non-spiritual needs are often tended to as 
a preliminary to presenting matters of far greater impor-
tance; namely, the message of reconciliation in Christ 
Jesus. I believe medical missions should be, and is, a mode 
of evangelism. A mission of mercy in no way detracts from 
the Gospel message, and if anything, enhances it. 
In overseas missions today it is mandatory that the 
contact be culturally acceptable, fulfill a real need, and 
Dr. Dwight Slater, appointed as a medical missionary in 1954, served 
four years in Zaire. For the past 13 years he and his wife have worked at 
the Baptist Mission Hospital in Ferkessedougou, Ivory Coast. 
"Spiritual values can often be 
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Dwight Slater 
Narrowed Vision 
p r o v i d e as c lea r a c h a n n e l as poss ib le for t h e evange l i s t i c 
m e s s a g e . M e d i c a l m i s s i o n s h a v e in g r e a t m e a s u r e fulf i l led 
these r e q u i r e m e n t s . A s a 19 th -cen tu ry Engl ish essayis t a n d 
r e f o r m e r , J o h n R u s k i n ' s s t a t e m e n t ha s b e c o m e real i ty 
aga in a n d a g a i n — " M e r c y has h a n d s and c o m p a s s i o n has 
a f a c e . " M e d i c a l m i s s i o n s h a v e c lear ly d i sp layed C h r i s t i a n 
love a n d c o n c e r n and d e m o n s t r a t e d the p o w e r of the 
G o s p e l t o bless a n d t o u c h the who le m a n . 
H o w e v e r , a n y m e t h o d t h a t shows c o n c e r n for h u m a n 
wel l -be ing a n d relief of su f f e r i ng runs the risk of be ing 
received only f o r its o b v i o u s phys ica l benef i t s . O u r M a s t e r 
a c c e p t e d th is risk in H i s own min i s t ry . 
S u f f e r i n g pu t s l ife in pe r spec t ive . W h e n a pe r son is ill, 
i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l s f a d e in to t h e b a c k g r o u n d . T h e r e is only 
t i m e a n d s t r e n g t h f o r i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r s . 
S p i r i t u a l va lues c a n o f t e n be seen with g r e a t e r c la r i ty 
t h r o u g h t h e n a r r o w e d vision of su f fe r ing . O f t e n fo r t h e first 
t ime , t h e q u e s t i o n of t h e h e r e a f t e r is f aced on t h e p e r s o n a l 
level. T h i s p rov ides an o p p o r t u n e m o m e n t fo r p r e sen t i ng 
G o d ' s m e r c y , love a n d c o n c e r n fo r s inful m a n k i n d . 
O n l y as an e m p t y vessel filled by the Sp i r i t , gu ided in 
wi tness a n d w a l k , c an a m e s s e n g e r of the G o s p e l k n o w 
G o d ' s p o w e r in his m i n i s t r y . O n l y as every C h r i s t i a n in 
m e d i c a l w o r k s incere ly des i r e s to b e a r f a i t h f u l wi tness to 
t h e sav ing p o w e r of J e s u s C h r i s t and give G o d the g lo ry , 
can m e d i c a l m i s s i o n s h o p e fo r G o d ' s c o n t i n u e d bless ing. 
I e n t e r e d m e d i c i n e b e c a u s e G o d cal led m e to be a 
m e d i c a l m i s s i o n a r y . I neve r felt t h a t I g a v e u p a lucra t ive 
p r a c t i c e in t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . T h a t was never a live o p t i o n 
for m e . Even a f t e r c o m p l e t i n g surg ica l spec ia l i za t ion , 
peop le w e r e a m a z e d a n d s o m e t i m e s a m u s e d t h a t I 
r e t u r n e d t o W e s t A f r i c a . Y e t , f r o m a d o c t o r ' s v i ewpoin t I 
can t r u t h f u l l y say t h a t se rv ing the L o r d ove r seas has been 
a real j o y in life. 
C a n y o u i m a g i n e a s u r g e o n ' s h a p p i n e s s as he tells a 
y o u n g f a t h e r t h a t his wi fe and n e w b o r n son a r e bo th al ive 
and well, k n o w i n g t h a t if he had not been t h e r e to o p e r a t e , 
both wou ld h a v e d ied? 
C a n you feel the w a r m t h of a m o t h e r ' s g r a t e f u l hea r t , 
conveyed in a g i f t of t h r e e eggs , when her l i t t le d a u g h t e r 
did not d ie f r o m p n e u m o n i a ? 
C a n y o u see t h e smi l e on a 10-year-old b o y ' s face , w h o 
for t h r e e m o n t h s su f f e r ed e x c r u c i a t i n g cr ises of b l a d d e r 
pain? N o w he h o l d s the b l a d d e r s t one in his h a n d and 
smiles . 
C a n y o u a p p r e c i a t e an Ivo r i an w o m a n ' s t h a n k f u l n e s s as 
she p r e s e n t e d a t u r k e y t o m y m o t h e r , v is i t ing m y b r o t h e r 
and m e in A f r i c a , a n d sa id , " T h a n k you fo r s end ing y o u r 
two d o c t o r sons t o A f r i c a . " 
MEDICAL NEEDS 
The need for additional doctors is a major concern in the 
medical ministries of the Board for Missions. Practicing 
physicians and medical students who are interested in 
discussing medical missions are encouraged to contact a 
member of the M E D I C A L C O M M I T T E E of the Board. 
Physicians serving on the Medical Commit tee are Glenn 
H. Hoffman (chairman), Samuel M. Brubaker, Lowell D. 
Mann, Roger C. Sider and James M. Stern. Also on the 
Commit tee are Dr. Howard Landis (chairman of Per-
sonnel Committee), J. Wilmer Heisey, .1. Earl Musse rand 
Glen A. Pierce. 
B R E T H R E N IN C H R I S T M I S S I O N S 
Box 149 — EHzabethtown, Pa. 17022 
C a n you smi le and shed a t e a r with m e when h e a r i n g 
a b o u t a d e a r old A f r i c a n g r a n d m o t h e r ' s e x u b e r a n c e ? A f t e r 
being blind for yea r s , her c a t a r a c t o p e r a t i o n h a d been a 
success . N o longer would she h a v e to wai t for her 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r to c o m e and lead her a b o u t . A s I put 
g lasses on her for the first t ime , the g r a n d m o t h e r ' s eyes 
widened , and a look of a m a z e m e n t cove red her face . S h e 
g r a b b e d my a r m a n d sa id , " D o c t o r , I d i d n ' t k n o w y o u had 
so m u c h ha i r on y o u r a r m s . " T h e w o m a n d r o p p e d to he r 
knees , g r a s p e d my h a n d , and t h a n k e d m e aga in and aga in . 
S h e then a r o s e and d a s h e d out o n t o the c l in ic ' s v e r a n d a h . 
C l a p p i n g her h a n d s and d a n c i n g she said first to th i s 
person and then to t ha t one, "1 can see you , I can see y o u . " 
T h e g r a t i t u d e of these ind iv idua l s w h o h a v e so l i t t le 
s e e m s to sp r ing f r o m wells of t h a n k f u l n e s s . 
T h e s u p r e m e j o y of m i s s i o n a r y service c o m e s w h e n the 
Ho ly Sp i r i t m o v e s in t h e h e a r t of a s inner and b r ings h im 
to the S a v i o r . T h e hosp i t a l ha s b e c o m e holy g r o u n d as we 
at F e r k e s s e d o u g o u hosp i t a l h a v e seen p a t i e n t s a ccep t 
C h r i s t in the clinic, on the v e r a n d a h , in the c o n s u l t a t i o n 
r o o m s , in the w a r d s and in the h o s p i t a l ' s l i t t le S e n u f o 
chape l . 
T h e y d o not c o m e in l a rge n u m b e r s ; a l w a y s in o n e s or 
twos . W e m a k e su re t ha t every pa t i en t a d m i t t e d to t h e 
hosp i ta l is c o n f r o n t e d with the c l a i m s of C h r i s t a n d has an 
o p p o r t u n i t y to m a k e a dec is ion . 
Evange l i s t i c services a r e held in the o u t p a t i e n t c l inic and 
in the hosp i t a l . W i t n e s s i n g is env i s ioned as p a r t of t h e 
to page(en 
ith greater clarity through the narrowed vision of suffering." 
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Words of Farewell at Morning Prayers 
Hospital work provides many op-
portunities to share Christ 's love and 
the Good News of the Gospel. For TB 
patients who must spend six months in 
the hospital, this is especially true. In 
June 1973 the TB ward at Mtshabezi 
Hospital (Rhodesia) was closed and 
all the TB patients sent to Bulawayo 
(as a result of not having a doctor in 
residence). Timothy Mpofu, hospital 
evangelist, had three of the patients 
give farewel l words at m o r n i n g 
prayers. Ephraim Makwati, one of 
them, wrote this summary of the 
service. 
Ephraim had just started his final 
year at Mtshabezi Teacher Training 
when his TB was discovered. Recently 
baptized, he was still young and fairly 
weak in his Christian life. The months 
he spent at the hospital were times of 
spiritual growth. At first, when too 
weak to read, he listened to sermons 
and gospel music on the tape recorder. 
He spent much time talking with the 
hospital evangelist, his teachers and 
the staff. As he improved, he read his 
Bible and many of our books. 
And then the TB ward was closed. 
Several weeks later I received a letter 
from Ephraim asking for tracts to give 
to the patients at the hospital in 
Bulawayo. He said, " I feel I am 
obliged to tell these people the disad-
vantages of drinking. I want to ap-
proach them through papers, after 
which I can make facial talking." 
Ephraim is now out of the hospital 
and at last report was planning to re-
enter Teacher Training. 
Marilyn Eversole; 
on furlough from Mtshabezi 
On the 18th of June we had words of 
farewell from the TB patients who 
were transferred to Mpilo Hospital. 
We opened our morning prayers by 
singing the first verse of hymn 74 — 
Uphi Umhlobo Onjengo Jesu (What a 
Friend We Have In Jesus). After this 
we had mighty words from Mr. N. 
Ngwenya, who thanked the Lord for 
many things done for him. He really, 
though not a Christian, showed he 
believes God has power and is the 
ruler of the world. He had visited the 
witch doctor thinking that he was 
bewitched, but things turned to be 
opposite. So, for love that God had on 
him, He protected his weary soul from 
leaving his body. We sang the 
following verse of the same hymn. 
Mr. Amon Sibanda thanked the 
Lord and he was right on the peak 
when he said John 21:1-6 by heart. We 
were all surprised because he looked 
uneducated. His verses were about the 
blind man of Jericho who asked Jesus 
to heal him. This shows us that Mr. 
Sibanda has faith that through the will 
of God, there is nothing impossible. 
After his heart-hurting, but construc-
tive verses, we sang tne first verse of 
our hymn. 
Lastly, a young teenager, Mr. E. 
Makwati, presented a story by means 
of chalk-board pictures. He asked 
people to tell him names of creeping 
animals. They named cats and snakes 
as well as leopards. He majorly was 
illustrating how the devil approaches 
a Christian. He comes quickly, time 
after time, until he catches his prey. 
After giving his prey an evil-spirited 
injection, he runs away. Christians 
need not stop praying for backsliders. 
It was the duty of every Christian to 
pray for both good and bad things. 
Why? Praise is for everything not 
deliberately done because no one 
knows what God will be wanting from 
that backslider. 
He ended his speech by singing the 
song Vula Inhliziyo uJesu uyan-
qonqotha, meaning "open your heart 
for the Lord's knockings." After this 
song Mr. Mpofu (hospital evangelist) 
a n d M i s s S i p h i w e T s h u m a 
strengthened our words by means of 
prayer. 
We then ended our prayers by 
listening to words of praise and the 
fore-structure of how each patient 
l o o k e d . R e m e m b e r J o h n 3:16, 
Colossians 6 and Matthew 24, as well 
as Proverbs 3:6. 
—Ephraim Makwati 
FOCUS OF A NARROWED VISION 
from page nine 
work. African nurses are actually hired as nurse-aid-
evangelists. If a spiritual need arises that should be dealt 
with immediately, the routine is interrupted, the need is 
met and someone else carries on the medical work. 
Moussa, an elderly Muslim, appeared in our busy clinic 
one morning. The obvious diagnosis of his condition was 
cancer of the liver. He was unusually receptive to my 
explanation of who Jesus was and what He had done for 
him at Calvary. About an hour later Moussa asked Christ 
to become his Savior. In the meantime missionary nurses 
had taken up the examination of clinic patients. 
Later as I told Moussa of his incurable condition he said 
he had suspected this, but felt that he had to come to the 
hospital. Now he knew why. He had met the Savior. 
I fervently pray that as the medical missionaries and 
African Christian nurses perform deeds of kindness to 
unbelieving men and women, God will make the Ivorians 
aware of the life-changing potential of His redeeming 
grace. We have this promise from the Lord Himself, "And 
I, if I be lifted up . . . will draw all men unto me." 
Reprinted from Impact, February 1974. Published by Conservative Foreign Mission Society. 
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Should Not the Church Forgive? 
Dear Mr. Zercher, 
We read with great interest your 
editorial in the January 25 Evangelical 
Visitor, since it was part icularly 
applicable to us. Both my husband and 
I had a former marriage that ended in 
divorce. 
I was raised in a church of another 
denomination, and at the age of 18 left 
home and married, much against my 
parents wishes. At the age of 21, I was 
back home with a daughter, almost 
two years old, to support. My husband 
was raised in the Brethren in Christ 
Church, which he left when he married 
a girl from another denomination. 
This marriage ended in divorce a few 
years later. Some time after that we 
started dating and subsequently made 
plans to be married. We both knew 
there were questions concerning this 
step, and counselled with my minister 
about it. He said, " I believe the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is based on a 
second chance for everyone regardless 
of what mistake they may have made 
in the past, and I believe this includes 
marriage as well as anything else." On 
this basis he married us. Shortly after 
that my husband adopted the daughter 
I had during my first marriage, and a 
year later, we had another daughter. 
About four years ago we started to 
attend a Brethren in Christ Church. 
During the first year, our daughter was 
saved, and my husband and I both 
reclaimed from a badly backslidden 
condition. About 18 months ago our 
second daughter, gave her heart to the 
Lord, in a camp setting. We are a 
Christian family. We love our Lord 
and are willing to serve Him. He has 
graciously forgiven our sins, each and 
every one, and has blessed our home 
abundantly. 
All this background is to say, if 
Christ has forgiven us, what about the 
church? We are associate members of 
the Brethren in Christ Church, and in 
essence, I personally feel by this they 
are saying " W e forgive you everything 
except this." Granted, our own con-
gregation does not make us feel this 
way. They have accepted us with open 
arms. But church doctrine still holds 
this over our heads. For the most part, 
This letter was received in response to the editorial "The Other Four Homes" which appeared in the January 25 issue. Details have been altered to protect the anonymity of the writer. As stated in the January 25 issue, we welcome responsible statements (articles or letters) on the issue of Divorce and Remarriage. Editor. 
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being an associate member does not 
bother me; however, due to the fact 
that we are human, we must confess 
there are times when it does, because 
always in the back of your mind is the 
knowledge that there are certain 
positions in church that are " taboo" 
because you have committed " that 
sin." If Christ has all our sins under 
His Blood and remembers them no 
more, should the church do any less? If 
we are to reach all people with the 
same Gospel, can we in good con-
science then say that we can't accept 
them into full church membership 
because they've done thus-and so? 
We, too, go along with the biblical 
principle that marriage should be 
entered into for a lifetime. But there 
are times when it just doesn't work. So 
are these people then to be ostracized 
from the church because of this? Is it 
possible that many of these people 
follow the wrong crowd and turn to a 
life of sin in order to find com-
panionship and fellowship because 
they know the church will look down 
on them? Is adultery any more 
adultery for the person divorced and 
remarried than it is for a person who 
has had an affair outside his own 
marriage? But would the church 
reduce that person's status to that of 
associate member? I think not. 
Christ died that we might be 
forgiven. The Word says, "If we con-
fess our sins He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." But He 
didn't say anything about having a 
special corner in heaven set aside for 
Church News 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Studies in Bible and Theology Offered 
The Certificate in Religious Studies, a 
two-year program in Bible and theology at 
Messiah College, is available for persons 
not desiring to complete the four-year 
c o l l e g e p r o g r a m . In p l a n n i n g t h e 
curr iculum, the student and his advisor 
work out a schedule including courses of 
part icular interest to the student. He may 
work entirely in Bible and theology or 
combine these with courses in other areas. 
A typical program might include the 
Prophets , the Epistles, Youth Ministries, 
people who have committed certain 
sins to distinguish them from the rest. 
I believe all Christians will be judged 
alike and rewards given based on our 
faithfulness in serving Him. God has 
given each of us certain talents to be 
used for His glory. Should the church 
restrict the use of God-given talents in 
certain specified areas of church work 
because of this one sin? 
I have no answer as to exactly what 
stand the church should take. We can 
understand why the guidelines were 
established as they were. But the same 
Bible that says "thou shalt not commit 
adultery" also says "thou shalt not 
steal." It also says "Let him who is 
without sin cast the first stone." 
I truly love the Brethren in Christ 
Church but am concerned as to 
whether we can minister to the needs 
of the people when we are sub-
consciously reducing the church-
related status of one-fourth of our 
population. Shouldn't we rather be 
"forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth into those 
things which are before?" 
We're certain there are many of our 
brothers and sisters in Christ who do 
not agree with our feelings. Perhaps 
because of our situation we are pre-
judiced. We hope someday to be full 
members of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. We know that someday we 
will be full members in God's Eternal 
K i n g d o m . In the m e a n t i m e we 
endeavor to learn "in whatsoever state 
I am therewith to be content." But 
sometimes, just once in a while, it 
hurts. 
S y s t e m a t i c Theo logy , C o n t e m p o r a r y 
Theology, and Marr iage and the Family in 
the first year. The second year could 
include the Pentateuch, the Gospels, M a -
jo r World Religions, Amer ican Cults, 
Brethren in Christ Life and Thought , 
Devotional Classics, and Psychology of 
Adolescence. The program will normally 
call for five courses in each semester, each 
having a three-hour credit. 
It is of course possible for a student to 
take only one year of study instead of two. 
Inquiries should be directed to the 
Directors of Admissions, Messiah College, 
G r a n t h a m , Pa. 
Drama Scheduled 
A Man for AH Seasons, by Rober t Bolt, 
will be presented on March 28, 29, and 30, 
by the Division of Language, Li terature, 
to page fourteen 
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Canadian Youth Retreat 
Y O U T H W E E K - 1 9 7 4 
Dayton Youth Observe Youth Week 
The youth took over all the positions of the church 
during youth week and did a tremendous job. In the 
evening service a skit was acted out by different ones to 
show their love and appreciation. The ladies of the church 
had the youth in their homes for a progressive dinner. 
Plans for the year are: an Easter play, a summer play, 
an overnight bike hike and many other activities to be 
enjoyed. God has truly blessed the Valley Street Brethren 
in Christ Church with some wonderful young people. 
Kathy Chafin, Youth Advisor 
Visit Messiah Children's Home 
The young people of the South Mountain Chapel visited 
the Messiah Children's Home at Mt. Joy. Sally Ott from 
our congregation is now working there. We toured the 
facility, became acquainted with the children and staff, and 
gave a brief program. The Christ Crusaders Group along 
with advisors and pastor and family totaled 32 for this 
activity. 
Hubert Stern, Pastor 
Youth Prepare Sunshine Boxes 
Air Hill youth week, was held February 3 to 10. After 
eating a packed lunch on Sunday, we prepared "Sunshine 
Boxes" for the older folk of our congregation. We visited 
them, gave a small program, and presented them with the 
"Sunshine Boxes." We returned to the church for a 
"Hoagie Feed." On Saturday evening we visited the 
"Archives" at Messiah College. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Bert, Youth Advisors 
r P H E C O M M I S S I O N ON Y O U T H of the Canadian 
Conference has sponsored their third annual Winter 
Youth Retreat. Our retreat opened on Friday night, 
February 1, 1974, at Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church. 
Throughout the weekend we entertained approximately 
175 to 250 youth. 
Friday evening consisted of registration, a time of 
getting acquainted, and a program of music and skits. 
Before leaving for home a fellowship lunch was served in 
the church basement. 
Saturday began at 9 o'clock with a twenty-nine mile 
Road Rally. We had seventeen cars enter this event. The 
contestants had to answer such questions as: How many 
mailboxes were along a given section of road? How many 
shoes on a tree? Who erected a certain tombstone and 
how many black squares were on a checker board sign? 
Foljowing lunch, teams representing each church com-
peted in volleyball, basketball, and floor hockey. The 
winning teams received a trophy. 
Between supper and the evening service the Quiz Teams 
met for a time of quizzing. 
The evening service was in charge of the "Master ' s 
Servants," a group from Houghton College, N. Y. 
On Sunday a special class for youth filled the church 
sanctuary during the Sunday School hour. The Youth 
Sunday School class from Wainfleet was responsible for 
this service. At 11 o'clock the "Master ' s Servants" again 
had charge of the service. 
A dinner of Kentucky Fried Chicken, salads, and pie 
was enjoyed by all. 
The afternoon was spent in rap sessions. Topics con-
sisted of: 
Understanding moral problems 
Christian dating and dress 
Understanding political problems 
Understanding prayer, worship, and God's will. 
Our aim for a winter youth retreat is to bring youth 
together to help them grow spiritually, to assist those with 
spiritual problems, and to challenge all to live a Christ 
centered life. 
Please pray for our youth. 
—George W. Comfort 
Don't forget to enter! 
DEADLINE — April 30,1974 
See your Pastor or Youth Director for information or write to: 
Creative Arts Contest 
P.O. Box 127 
Nappanee, Ind. 46550 
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The Sippo Valley youth have been awarded first place in the 1973 
Paraphrase Contest sponsored by the Board of Christian Education. 
The passage for the Paraphrase Contest was Luke 7:36-48. 
The youth advisors at Sippo Valley are Mr. and Mrs. Taro Zenill. 
The pastor is Dr. Archie Penner. The Sippo Valley church is located 
in Massillon, Ohio. 
Entries for the Paraphrase Contest were submitted to Regional 
Directors. A winning entry was selected from each of five con-
ferences. The General Conference winner was selected from the five 
regional winners. The regional winners are: 
Allegheny Conference Redland Valley Crusaders 
Atlantic Conference Mt. Pleasant Sr. High Class 
Canadian Conference Sherkston Omegans 
Central Conference Sippo Valley Crusaders 
Midwest Conference Mountain View Youth 
Sippo Valley Entry 
( F I R S T PLACE) 
And " M r . Joe Chris t ian" invited Jesus to his penthouse 
on the West Side for dinner. Jesus graciously accepted 
and came. 
While they were eating, in rushed a woman who was 
known to be the most notorious prostitute in town. She fell 
on her knees beside Jesus's chair, grabbed his hands, 
kissed them, and began to weep while embracing them 
tenderly. "Jesus, Jesus," she murmured through sobs, " I 
have you." From her coat pocket she produced a tie tac 
with the largest, most beautiful stone on it that they had 
ever seen and presented it to Jesus. 
Now, as " M r . Joe Chris t ian" was observing the episode, 
he was thinking to himself, "Wha t ' s the matter with this 
man? If he's really Jesus, he should know what kind of 
woman is disturbing him." 
Jesus, knowing the question which was burning in his 
host 's mind, looked at him and said, " S a m , I've got 
something to say to you!" 
"Sure , go ahead," said Sam. 
Jesus said, "There was a wealthy financier who loaned a 
couple of guys some money. To the one he gave $6,000 and 
to the other $600. Later, they were both pressed for money 
and could not make the payments in return. So the 
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financier canceled the loans and told them they needn't 
repay them." 
"Now, tell me Sam, which one would you say was the 
most grateful?" 
Sam answered, "Probably the one who owed the most 
money." 
"Tha t ' s right," said Jesus. 
He turnea his gaze again to the young woman down at 
his side. " S a m , " he said, "Look at this woman. When I 
came to your house you didn't even answer the door. You 
were too busy lounging on the floor watching TV. You 
didn't shake my hand or at tempt to make me feel welcome 
in any way. But this woman has not ceased to hold my 
hands and even kiss them since she came. She has made 
me feel wanted and welcome in her presence. Tears of 
repentance have been streaming down her face. She has 
worshiped me here on her knees at my side and given me 
one of the most precious gifts known to her world. 
Therefore, I 'm telling you that this woman who is the 
worst of sinners is forgiven for she loves me so very much, 
but some other people who have little to be forgiven, love 
me very little." 
Jesus said to the woman, "You are forgiven." 
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An evening session of the group from Messiah College which studied "The Nature of the Holy Life" during the January intersession. The group studied at Asbury Theological Seminary, Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, and Westminster Theological Seminary. The setting above was at the Elkhart Campus of the Mennonite Seminaries. The leader of the group was Dr. Martin Schrag. (See 
Visitor of March 10 for article "Three Seminaries and the Holy Life.") 
Vacation with a Purpose 
"Vacation with a purpose." 
That is what they call it. That is what it 
is, and more. It is not the biggest camp but 
it is large in beauty and spirit. The purpose 
is godliness. Less than five acres are 
owned, yet hundreds have been blessed 
through the preaching, the fellowship, and 
the worship. C a m p Freedom is operated 
wholesomely interdenominational with un-
ity in evidence. 
The preaching of the Word by Brother 
Steve Herron, President of Hobe Sound 
Bible College, and Brother C. B. Byers, 
Bishop of the Atlantic Regional Confer-
ence of the Brethren in Christ Church, 
along with eight other speakers, was used 
of God to the salvation, sanctification, and 
healing of many. Daily miracles witnessed 
to the presence of God . The music, 
directed and presented by Elwood and 
Joann Stuard of Greenville, Ohio, was 
deeply appreciated. 
Missions Day was one of the best ever. 
Representatives from around the world 
and from a variety of missionary organi-
zations were present. The missions offer-
ings totaled nearly $1,600. 
We give praise to our Lord who per-
formed the miracles, inspired the preach-
ers and singers, blessed the saints, and 
supplied all our needs. 
The camp facilities continue to grow. 
Adjoining properties have been added as 
they became available. Besides the thirty 
motel rooms, the tabernacle and dining 
hall-office-bookstore, the camp now owns 
five houses and others are being con-
sidered. We are also very happy to have 
friends of Camp Freedom purchasing 
properties near the campgrounds. The fuel 
crisis affected the 1974 camp but not as 
much as we might have anticipated. This 
was one year that we needed no fuel for 
heating. Daily temperatures were ideal. 
People from twenty-four states and four 
countries were there to enjoy the camp. 
There are those who have not yet ex-
perienced the privileges offered by this 
winter camp. We welcome you. Come 
early. Take time to go sightseeing and 
fishing. But most of all, enjoy our next 
Camp Meeting January 22-February 2, 
1975. H. A. Ginder and F. J. Goins are the 
evangelists. 
CHURCH NEWS 
from page eleven 
and Fine Arts, in cooperation with the 
Platform Arts Society. A historical drama 
based on the life of Sir Thomas More, the 
play depicts moral issues during the time 
of Henry VIII. 
Oratorio to Be Sung 
The Grantham Oratorio Society will 
present its annual concert on April 7 at 
3:00 p.m. in the Campus Center. Directed 
by Dr. Ronald R. Sider, the 150-voice 
choir will be accompanied by a full 
orchestra made up of students and 
professional musicians from the area. 
The Society will sing St ravinsky 's 
Symphony of Psalms and two numbers by 
Healy Willan: An Apostrophe to the 
Heavenly Hosts, and the motet, Gloria 
Deo per Immensa Saecula. 
In addition, the Grantham Chamber 
Orchestra, under the direction of John 
Eaken, will perform one number. 
Indian Life to Be Studied 
The Fine Arts Festival at Messiah 
College, April 1 and 2, will present the 
"White Roots of Peace," featuring from 
six to ten North American Indians from 
the Iroquois tribe. The Monday evening 
program will be given to informal conver-
sation and singing. On Tuesday, films on 
Indian culture will be shown and classes 
will engage in discussions with their Indian 
guests. Indian arts and crafts will also be 
exhibited and demonstrated. Included will 
be a number of paintings by contemporary 
American Indians. 
The festival will open in Monday's 
chapel with J. Wilmer Heisey speaking on 
Navajo Indian culture. He will speak from 
his observations as mission superintendent 
in New Mexico prior to taking his present 
assignment as Director of Brethren in 
Christ Missions. 
The Wednesday chapel session will be 
addressed by Lawrence Hart, a Mennonite 
Indian pastor from Oklahoma. He will 
also meet classes and address an open 
session Wednesday afternoon. 
The Fine Arts Festival has annually 
focused on the culture of a particular time 
or people. The public is invited to attend. 
Phoneton's Tenth Anniversary 
"This is My work. I always take care of 
My own. Obey Me and let Me do the 
rest." 
These words of assurance spoken ten 
years ago in the language of the soul have 
been verified again and again according to 
Pastor and Mrs. Elam Dohner. The Tenth 
Anniversary of the Phoneton Brethren in 
Chris t Church and Pas tor and Mrs . 
Dohner's ministry there was the occasion 
to recall those words and recount their 
fulfillment. 
January 20 was the day. Rev. C. J. 
Ulery, who was bishop of the Central 
Conference during the beginning of the 
work at Phoneton, was the guest speaker. 
Pastor Elam Dohner and Lay-Minister 
Norman Smith shared in the direction of 
the day's activities. 
There was a time of feasting, celebrated 
by a carry-in meal. There was a time of 
testimony, as miracles were recounted. A 
young wife reared in a non-Christian home 
testified: " M y first attendance here was for 
a Christmas program in 1963. I was saved 
at C a m p Meeting (Memorial) 1964, bap-
tized here, joined the church, married here, 
our babies dedicated here, and one out-
standing Sunday my whole Junior Sunday 
school class came to the Lord." (Her 
parents have been saved and are also 
members of the church.) 
A parsonage was added to the church in 
1971. Pastor Dohner and wife, Helen, have 
a wide parish ministry in the area in which 
the church is located, reaching out far 




Missionaries f rom the Hagers town 
Union Rescue Mission presented the Sun-
day evening program to the Five Forks congregation on Sunday, Feb. 10. The 
workers presented special music and 
showed a film describing the work of the 
mission. Rev. James W. Esh is the pastor 
at Five Forks. 
On Sunday morning, March 17, the 
Paramount congregation held a transfer 
ceremony. Bishop and Mrs. Henry A. 
Ginder and Rev. and Mrs. J. Earl Musser 
were present for the service which marked 
the beginning of a regular church from a 
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mission church. The pastor is Rev. J. 
Ralph Wenger. 
Atlantic 
The film, " A n d They Shall Be Mine ," 
was shown in the Elizabethtown Church on 
S u n d a y evening, Feb. 24. The film, 
produced and filmed by Eldon and Harriet 
Bert, is about the church in North India. 
Rev. B. E. T h u m a is the pastor. 
A gospel team f rom Messiah College 
presented the evening service on Sunday, 
Feb. 17, to the Messiah congregation. One 
of the students brought the message. The 
pastor is Rev. Leroy G. Yoder. 
Canadian 
The Houghton Community congregation 
held a Family-Youth Conference on Satur-
day, March 16. Speakers for the con-
ference were Bishop Roy Sider and Rev. 
Ronald Lofthouse. Special music was 
brought by the Singing Hills. Houghton 's 
pastor is Rev. John R. Sider. 
On Sunday evening, Feb. 10, Rosalyn 
Tarnavsky showed her slides of Japan to 
the Sherkston congregation. Eldon and 
Harriet Bert presented their film on India, 
" A n d They Shall be Mine , " on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 17. The pastors at Sherkston 
a r e Rev . R o b e r t R o l s t o n and Rev . 
Leonard Chester. 
The Wainfleet congregation held a series 
of Deeper Life Services on Feb. 17, 18, 19, 
and 20. Rev. and Mrs. William Liner led 
the services. Rev. Liner is the founding 
president of Calvary Fellowship Mission. 
Rev. Ronald Lofthouse is the pastor at 
Wainfleet. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Sider, left, were honored by a "Fellowship Night," at the Ridgemount Brethren in Christ Church on Sunday night, January 13. Mr. and Mrs. Elvin Long, right, and Mr. Grant Tyrrell, not pictured, presented the Siders with an Anniversary Clock. A bronze plate was attached, "To the Siders in apprecia-tion for their years of dedicated service to the Ridgemount Church; presented January 1974." The pages of the Scrap Book held by Mrs. Sider were compiled by members of the congregation. The Siders served the Ridgemount congregation as deacon and wife, but have now moved to Wainfleet. The pastor at Ridgemount is Rev. John Schock. 
Central 
Recent guests of the Christian Union 
congregation were Dwight and Caro l 
Thomas, and Dr. Virginia Kauffman. On 
Sunday evening, Feb. 17, the Thomases 
presented their slides of Japan, taken while 
they served in VS work. Dr. Kauffman 
spoke of her work as a doctor in Africa on 
Sunday morning, Feb. 24. The pastor at 
Christian Union is Rev. H. Melvin Boose. 
On Sunday evening, March 3, the film, 
" In the Presence of Mine Enemies," was 
shown to the Morrison congregation. The 
film is about a P O W in Vietnam who came 
to know Christ while in prison. Rev. 
Dorance Calhoun is the pastor. 
Midwest 
Dr. Virginia Kauffman shared with the 
Mountain View congregation on Sunday, 
Feb. 17, both in the morning and evening 
s e r v i c e s . T h e p a s t o r is R e v . S a m 
Hollingsworth. 
Pacific 
The Chino young adults hosted a Valen-
tine's Festival on Friday evening, Feb. 8, 
to which the young adults of the Upland 
congregation were invited. Special guests 
were "The Rising Sun ," an instrumental 
group of five young men from the Chino 
Valley. The pastor at Chino is Rev. Robert 
Bushnell and Rev. Elbert Smith is pastor 
at Upland. 
Bishop Don Shafer, assisted by Rev. B. M. 
Books, at the installation of Rev. Robert 
Bushnell and wife to the pastorate of the Chino 
Brethren in Christ congregation. 
Births 
Bitting: Brady Lee, bom Feb. 8 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Terry Bitting, Carlisle congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Colwell: Timothy Chad, born Feb. 9 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Colwell, Pomeroy 
Chapel congregation, Tenn. 
Cox: Gordon, III , born Feb. 3 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Gordon Cox, Paramount con-
gregation, Md. 
Gamble: Jay Eugene, born Jan. 27 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay B. Gamble, Roseglen 
congregation, Pa. 
Grove: Sharon Irene, born Nov. 21 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Grove, Lakeview 
Community congregation, Mich. 
Kelley: Matthew Don, born Feb. 5 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Dexter Kelley, Carlisle 
congregation, Pa. 
Kingsborough: Yolanda Rae, born Jan. 
3 to Mr. and Mrs. David Kingsborough, 
Roseglen congregation, Pa. 
Parker: Mark Andrew, born Feb. 21 to 
Rev. and Mrs. Irving Parker , DeRossett 
congregation, Tenn. 
Rinehart: Daniel Jospeh, born Feb. 10 
t o M r . a n d M r s . M e r l R i n e h a r t , 
Paramount congregation, Md. 
Ritchie: Timothy David, born Feb. 6 to 
Mr. and Mrs. David Ritchie, Fairland 
congregation, Pa. 
Shelly: Ryan Todd, born Feb. 21 to Mr . 
and Mrs. James R. Shelly, Redland Valley 
congregation, Pa. 
Spurrier: Rebecca Faye, born Feb. 10 to 
Mr . and Mrs. John Spurrier, Lancaster 
congregation, Pa. 
Turner: Tonja Michele, born Feb. 4 to 
Mr . and Mrs. Brent Turner , Pomeroy 
Chapel congregation, Tenn. 
Wenger: Deena Lynn, born in July to 
Mr . and Mrs. Jeffery Wenger, Mechan-
icsburg congregation, Pa. 
Wenger: Stephanie Lynn, born Dec. 1 to 
Mr . and Mrs. Stephen Wenger, Mechan-
icsburg congregation, Pa. 
Wolgemuth: Tammy Lynn, born Feb. 14 
to M r . and Mrs . David Wolgemuth , 
Daytona Beach, Fla. The grandparents are 
Deacon and Mrs. John Wolgemuth of 
Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Lewis-Moore: Bernice Laona Moore 
and William Bruce Lewis, Feb. 16 in 
Upland, Calif, with Rev. C. R. Heisey 
officiating. 
Housser-Nix: Linda, daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs. Bruce Nix, Stevensville, and 
Da le , son of M r s . R e e t a H o u s s e r , 
K i n d e r s l e y , S a s k . , Dec . 29 in t h e 
Sherks ton Church with Rev. Robe r t 
Rolston and uncle of the groom, Rev. 
LaVerne Housser, officiating. 
Laprad-Amstutz: E d n a K a t h e r i n e 
A m s t u t z and Fred M a n o r d L a p r a d , 
March 10 in the Church of the Brethren, 
Rossville, Ind. 
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Fred Swartzendruber, volunteer in the Material Aid Department, collected prepared soybean seed varieties for shipment to Bangladesh. (MCC photo by Nick Kampen) 
HAPPINESS IS MCC 
Winifred Beechy 
p O N D E R I N G what to do with a medallion featuring 
the Vietnamese character for happiness, a Mennonite 
Central Committee worker in Bangladesh had the inspira-
tion to pin it to her blouse with the MCC pin announcing 
triumphantly, "Happiness is M C C ! " That struck me as a 
beautiful sentiment, but I wondered about its validity in 
this struggling infant nation of Bangladesh. 
I remember lone woodcutters making the long trek 
along the beach to the town, their shoulder poles loaded at 
each end with bundles of firewood, painstakingly cut from 
trees uprooted by the last cyclone. I can see groups of 
raggedy women and children gathering shells at low tide to 
make jewelry and knick-knacks to hawk at the bazaar and 
tourist hotels. I remember a skinny farmer with a skinny 
buffalo and ancient plow plodding through dusty soil. 
There is the sight of a white-powdered Bengali volunteer 
dipping deeply into a bag of milk to measure out the 
proper amount to mix with a bucket of water. Then the 
sloshing of the foamy liquid into the battered pot of a 
young boy clutching a white card giving him the right to 
this portion — one of 5,000 to be dispensed that day. 
There is the thrill of helping distribute Christmas 
bundles and seeing the name of Jean Krabill, Carter Road, 
Goshen, Indiana, on the donor label — an impossible 
coincidence — someone from my own church, a neighbor 
just across the field! There is the fright of arriving at the 
conclusion of another Christmas bundle distribution — to 
step from the car and be engulfed by mothers with children 
who had not been among the lucky holders of the magic 
cards, their hands clutching my arms, pressing so close I 
cannot step, pushing their children forward and pleading 
the case of dire need so heart-rendingly believable. 
There are the babies in child care or adoption centers — 
a motley collection in all stages of development and 
This Dacca feeding station is sponsored by MCC and the International Red Cross. Five thousand Bihari children receive milk each morning. The children get periodic medical checkups to see how they are progressing. 
(MCC photo by Kathy Hostetler) 
nutrition. There is the wizened face, toothpick arms and 
legs of a baby who looks not more than three or four 
pounds and surely must be a premature newborn. No, she 
is two months old and since coming to the center is 
beginning to pick up. How can she possibly develop into a 
normal child? But the Canadian nurse assures me that the 
bright and healthy 18-month-old who is now her Bengali 
daughter looked like this when she first saw her — a 
miracle of love and nourishing food. 
Children at a day care center are having their midday 
meal. A volunteer, spooning cereal into a tiny infant, 
reports that the child is actually nine months old and with 
his ravenous appetite should soon be quite normal. A 
Bengali nurse is spooning milk into the mouth of another 
child, too weak to even take a bottle. Larger children sit 
expectantly on mats awaiting their food. In the storeroom 
we caught glimpses of cartons of powdered milk and the 
familiar yellow label of M C C canned beef. Now we see 
attendants mixing the beef with fluffy rice and protein-rich 
lentils. Tiny tots sit on the floor in front of a nurse who 
shovels the good food into a half-dozen eager mouths from 
as many bowls on the floor in front of her. 
There is the Christmas distribution of health kits, 
pencils and skimpy pads of paper with greeting card 
picture covers to an orphanage where girls in clean white 
outfits for the occasion receive their gifts in high spirits. Of 
the thousands of orphans generated in the last few years, 
many have not even this much of a home. There is the 
beggar boy munching left-over pancakes in the yard of an 
MCC house. He is said to have no home, no family; he 
shifts for himself as best he can. 
Happiness is MCC? A towel-wrapped bundle, a bright 
colored quilt, a left-over pancake, a skinny baby feebly 
responding to a smile? Pleasures are mixed with pain; the 
agony and the ecstasy are closely intertwined. But the 
scales seem to tip more heavily on the positive side. 
Happiness is MCC! It is reality for many M C C 
personnel around the world who are offering the cup of 
cold water "in the name of Christ ." 
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